
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Science and Public Policy
This issue
Innovation
Public Policy
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Publish?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About Science and Public Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Policies
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                            
                    [image: Science and Public Policy]
                

            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Publish?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About Science and Public Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Policies
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Science and Public Policy
This issue
Innovation
Public Policy
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 39

                        Issue 2




            

            
March 2012            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	
            < Previous
        
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        On concepts and methods in horizon scanning: Lessons from initiating policy dialogues on emerging issues
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

                
                    
                                




                                    Effie Amanatidou, 

                                    

    
        
    Effie Amanatidou
            *



    


    
        1Manchester Institute of Innovation Research, MBS, Harold Hankins Building, University of Manchester, Manchester, M13 9PL, UK

    


    
        *Corresponding author. Email: amana@otenet.gr.

    

    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Maurits Butter, 

                                    

    
        
    Maurits Butter



    


    
        2TNO, Wassenaarseweg 56, 2333 AL Leiden, The Netherlands

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Vicente Carabias, 

                                    

    
        
    Vicente Carabias



    


    
        3EU DG JRC-IPTS, Seville, Spain, and ZHAW Zurich University of Applied Sciences, Institute of Sustainable Development, Postfach 805, CH-8401 Winterthur, Switzerland

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Totti Könnölä, 

                                    

    
        
    Totti Könnölä



    


    
        4Impetu Solutions, Víctor Andrés Belaunde, 36-4C, 28016 Madrid, Spain

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Miriam Leis, 

                                    

    
        
    Miriam Leis



    


    
        5Editage/Cactus Communications Inc., C-912 BSEL Tech Park, Sector 30A, Vashi, New Mumbai 400 705, India

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Ozcan Saritas, 

                                    

    
        
    Ozcan Saritas



    


    
        1Manchester Institute of Innovation Research, MBS, Harold Hankins Building, University of Manchester, Manchester, M13 9PL, UK

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Petra Schaper-Rinkel, 

                                    

    
        
    Petra Schaper-Rinkel



    


    
        6Austrian Institute of Technology, Donau-City-Straße 1, 1220 Vienna, Austria

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Victor van Rij

                                    

    
        
    Victor van Rij



    


    
        7Advisory Council for Science and Technology Policy, Javastraat 42, 2585 AP The Hague, The Netherlands

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            Science and Public Policy, Volume 39, Issue 2, March 2012, Pages 208–221, https://doi.org/10.1093/scipol/scs017

        

        
            
                Published:

                31 March 2012

            

                    

            

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            Effie Amanatidou, Maurits Butter, Vicente Carabias, Totti Könnölä, Miriam Leis, Ozcan Saritas, Petra Schaper-Rinkel, Victor van Rij,  On concepts and methods in horizon scanning: Lessons from initiating policy dialogues on emerging issues, Science and Public Policy, Volume 39, Issue 2, March 2012, Pages 208–221, https://doi.org/10.1093/scipol/scs017

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Science and Public Policy
This issue
Innovation
Public Policy
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Science and Public Policy
This issue
Innovation
Public Policy
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





                    Abstract

Future-oriented technology analysis methods can play a significant role in enabling early warning signal detection and pro-active policy action which will help to better prepare policy- and decision-makers in today’s complex and inter-dependent environments. This paper analyses the use of different horizon scanning approaches and methods as applied in the Scanning for Emerging Science and Technology Issues project. A comparative analysis is provided as well as a brief evaluation the needs of policy-makers if they are to identify areas in which policy needs to be formulated. This paper suggests that the selection of the best scanning approaches and methods is subject to contextual and content issues. At the same time, there are certain issues which characterise horizon scanning processes, methods and results that should be kept in mind by both practitioners and policy-makers.
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