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                William Ophuls states that the measure of his success in meeting the aims of this book will be its: 
… ability to challenge convention and move the conversation beyond a misguided search for so-called sustainability and toward a deeper examination of our basic principles. (p. xi)

While Ophuls arguably manages the important task of steering the conversation beyond the search for technological fixes for achieving ecologically resilient communities, unfortunately I was not convinced that he did this in a way that either challenged current conventions or demonstrated that he had undertaken a deep examination of his own beliefs.
The basic premise of this work is that we are currently facing an ecological crisis that requires nothing less than a revolution in consciousness to be overcome. Or in the metaphor of Ophuls, we have created an ‘antiecological Titanic’ and no effort to ‘green’ this ship through recycled deckchairs and biofuels can forestall its impending tragedy. The ecological crisis is presented as only avoidable if we adopt a new way of thinking: a way of thinking that rejects the image of nature as a machine and supports: 
… a politics of consciousness dedicated to expanding human awareness rather than extending human domination. (p. 9)
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